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Summer Planning 
 

Have you got your summer plans ready yet? No, I'm not talking about the trip with your wife to the in-
laws or the kid's house or all the projects lined up to do around your home. I'm talking about the good 
stuff, airplanes. How about all the RC plane meets going on this summer starting this month, May and 
going through September. We have sixty some odd members in this club and I can think of only a hand 
full of us that regularly go to and fly at the meets in our area sponsored by other clubs. Why is that? 
 
The first excuse is usually "I didn't know about the meet." Well that’s an easy one to take care of. As 
AMA members we all get the AMA magazine and it has a listing every month of all the sanctioned 
events in our area and across the country. Just pick it up and read. There are fun fly meets with all 
kinds of planes, electric meets with some really neat new electric stuff, scale meets, combat meets, free 
flight meets and even float fly meets. As a matter of fact, the first event I plan to attend this summer is a 
float fly meet right in our back yard on Honeoye Lake, May 20th and 21st. It's amazing how many 
meets there are just in Western New York. 
 
The second excuse is usually "I didn't think there would be anybody there I knew." If there is a meet 
that interests you, ask some of the other guys at the field if they are interested in going with you. You'll 
probably find that they didn't want to go alone either. But even if you can't find someone to go with don't 
be afraid to go by yourself, after all you'll still have something in common with the other people there, 
remember that airplane thing? 
 
The last excuse is usually about flying at meets. "I would never fly at a meet, there are too many 
people, or I'm not good enough." Flying at a meet can be intimidating, especially the first time you do it. 
There are several planes in the air at the same time and it's a strange field. Keep in mind that 
everybody flying at that meet had to do once for the first time. The trick is to have a good flying buddy 
with you who can help and bring a plane that you know very well so there are no surprises. After you've 
done it a few time you'll be amazed how much fun it can be and how much it improves your flying. 
Hearing your name from the announcer is kind of cool too. 
 
So no excuses, mark all the meets you want to go to on your calendar and get that plane ready to fly. 
 
Happy Landings… 

Max 
 

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� NEXT MEETING ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 
 DATE: Thursday, October, 12 2006 
 LOCATION: East Bloomfield Town Hall 
 TIME: 7:30 p.m. 
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At The Field 
By Glenn Crocker 

 
Another flying season is upon us. The field and 
driveway have dried out and the field has been 
rolled at least three times. Thanks to Bill Kegel 
the field has been mowed as well. The Port-a –
John has been serviced and we are in business 
for another year. 
 
I would like to thank the mowing volunteers for 
stepping forward for another year. This makes 
the field maintenance go a lot easier. By the 
time you read this the shelters should be up so 
all you have to do is come and enjoy. 
 
Last Thursday evening there was quite a crowd 
at the field. I had expected a few but there were 
at least a dozen cars in the lot. Joe Ficcaglia 
joined us on Thursday after quite a few years 
on the sidelines. He got a number of flights in 
and took his equipment home in one piece. 
 
I heard that Henry and Andrew took some 
retirement time and were at the field for an 
afternoon. Dana says he will be able to spend 
more time at the field this year. He is coming to 
the end of his schooling.  
 
The boat should be at the lake by the first of 
May. The oars and life jacket will be stored in 
the hanger with the tractor. We will use a 
combination lock this year. The combination is 
the same as our flight box at the field. 
 
The canvas installation had to be postponed on 
the 22nd due to the chilly weather and the 
monsoon. Hopefully the weather will improve 
and we can get ‘er done. 
 
Again a reminder that the trees are hungry this 
time of year so be careful when you fly. 
 

 

 
 
 

Calendar of Events 

 
May 20, 21 Honeoye, Sandy Bottom Float 

Fly. 
 
June 3, 4 Batavia RC Club Fun-Fly 
 
June 24, 25 Ray Edmunds Memorial Fun Fly 
 
July 8, 9 Olean 
 
July 8, 9 Geneseo Air Show 
 
July 22, 23 RAMS Open House Fun-Fly 
 
July 29, 30 Sky Rovers fly-in 
 
Aug.13 GVAM Picnic. Rain Date Aug 20. 
 
Aug. 19, 20 Great Electric Fun Fly (RCCR) 
 
Aug. 25-27 Helicopter Jamboree RAMS 
 
Sept. 2 Sky Rovers War Bird Fly-in 
 
Oct. GVAM Dinner 
 
Note: Call Dick Parshall (585) 657-6433 or 
email mgparshall@aol.com for info on seven (7) 
rocket meets and four (4) model airplane 
events. 
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Mowing Schedule 2006 

Month Date Volunteer 

May 
Wednesday 10 Ed Bond 

Saturday 13 Glenn Crocker 

Wednesday 17 Bill Borgeest 

Saturday 20 Jim McBride 

Wednesday 24 John Miller 

Saturday 27 Doug Farnsworth 

Wednesday 31 Tom Brown 

June 
Saturday 3 Joe Prato 

Wednesday 7 Lou Eltscher 

Saturday 10 Eric Higham 

Wednesday 14 Ned Holmes 

Saturday 17 Dave Beckwith 

Wednesday 21 Bill Kegel 

Saturday 24 Glenn Crocker 

Wednesday 28 Ed Bond 

July 
Saturday 1 Jim McBride 

Wednesday 5 Bill Borgeest 

Saturday 8 Dave Farnsworth 

Wednesday 12 John Miller 

Saturday 15 Joe Prato 

Wednesday 19 Tom Brown 

Saturday 22 Eric Higham 

Wednesday 26 Lou Eltscher 

Saturday 29 Dave Beckwith 

August 
Wednesday 2 Ned Holmes 

Saturday 5 Max Wright 

Wednesday 9 Bill Kegel 

Saturday 12 Glenn Crocker 

Wednesday 16 Ed Bond 

Saturday 19 Jim McBride 

Wednesday 23 Bill Borgeest 

Saturday 26 Doug Farnsworth 

Wednesday 30 John Miller 

September 
Saturday 2 Joe Prato 

Wednesday 6 Tom Brown 

Saturday 9 Eric Higham 

Wednesday 13 Lou Eltscher 

Saturday 16 Dave Beckwith 

Wednesday 20 Ned Holmes 

Saturday 23 Max Wright 

Wednesday 27 Bill Kegel 

Saturday 30 Glenn Crocker 

 

WRAMS Attendees 
 

 
 
Lou, Jim and Eric at the WRAMS show. Max 
probably took the picture. Can you imagine 
turning this group loose on downstate New 
York? 
 
 

Aircraft to Tower Radio Transmissions 

 
SR-71 Blackbird pilot Brian Shul tells of the 
following exchange: "One day as Walt (my 
back-seater) and I were screaming across 
Southern California 13 miles high, we were 
monitoring various radio transmissions from 
other aircraft as we entered Los Angeles 
airspace. Although they didn't really control us, 
they did monitor our movement across their 
scope. I heard a Cessna ask for a readout of its 
ground speed. “90 knots,“ Center replied. 
Moments later, a twin engine Beech requested 
the same. “120 knots,“ Center answered. We 
weren't the only ones proud of our ground 
speed that day as almost instantly an F-18 
smugly transmitted, “Uh, Center, Dusty 52 
requests ground speed readout.“ There was a 
slight pause, then the response, “Dusty 52, 525 
knots on the ground.“ Then came another silent 
pause. Just as I was thinking to myself how ripe 
the situation was, I heard the crackle of our 
radio as Walt transmitted “Center, Aspen 20, 
you got a ground speed readout for us?“ There 
was a longer than normal pause. “Aspen 20, I 
show you at 1,742 knots.“ No further speed 
inquiries were made after that." 
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Photo of main floor of WRAMS Show 
 

 

Almost looks like Oshkosh 
 

 

Max was photographing his next plane. 

 

 

A nice finishing job 
 

 

I looks like Eric took his models along with him. 
 
 

 

I wonder if the antique was taking a photo of the 
antiques. 

WRAMS Show 
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WRAMS Show aircraft. A Dehavilan Comet 
 

 

More aircraft 
 

 
Good Stuff!  

 

 

More good stuff ! 
 

 

This really looks great. 
 

 

More planes at WRAMS Show. 
 

WRAMS Show 
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Windy Weather Flying 
From the Middle Point RC Flyers, Murfreesboro TN 
by Clay Ramskill 

 
All too often, on an otherwise nice but windy 
day, folks just don't fly. Obviously, for a 
beginner, that's common sense—but for 
someone who has some experience, the wind 
can be a challenge that adds some spice to 
flying. 
 
While it’s easy to see that experience level has 
a lot to do with how much wind is too much, it 
may not be quite as apparent that the type of 
model you're flying also can have a great effect 
on your ability to handle winds.  
 
Let's go through some airplane design features 
to see which ones give us the best flying 
characteristics to handle winds and the 
resulting turbulence.  
 
Size: In general, the larger the airplane, the 
better it will handle winds of all kinds; large 
models don't "flop around" as much! 
 
Dihedral: The more dihedral in a model’s 
wings, the more they are going to be affected 
by crosswind gusts; it is hard to keep the wings 
level, therefore lineup to the runway is difficult 
in a crosswind situation. 
 
Wing Loading: The higher the wing loading, 
the less an airplane will be affected when hit 
with a gust. 
 
Aspect Ratio: Lower aspect ratio (stubby) 
wings will be less bothered by gusts; there is 
less leverage for side forces to upset the 
airplane, and lower aspect ratio wings have a 
greater tolerance to changes in angle of attack 
caused by gusts. 
 
Power: Having the power to overcome the 
force of wind is necessary. The same thing 
goes when you get into a sticky situation. 

 
Lateral Control: Ailerons are beneficial in a 
crosswind landing and takeoff phases. The 
ability to dip a wing into a crosswind without 
changing heading is essential, as is the ability 
to rudder the airplane parallel to the runway 
heading while keeping wings level with aileron 
while landing. 

Landing Gear: Models with tricycle landing 
gear are easier to land and take off in a 
crosswind than tail draggers; in addition, the 
wider the spread on the main gear, the better. 
 
Maneuverability: This one is a bit harder to 
quantify. You want a model with stability, yet 
you do need good maneuverability to cope with 
gusts. Therefore, you want a model that is 
stable, yet responsive. 
 
Wing Mounting: Generally, a low-wing airplane 
will handle crosswinds better. This is because 
the center of gravity of the airplane is nearer, in 
a vertical sense, to the aerodynamic center of 
the wing. Therefore, a side gust does not roll 
the model as easily. Moreover, by mounting the 
main landing gear on that low-wing model, they 
can be spread wider. 
 
It's unfortunate that almost every item above is 
in direct opposition to the characteristics found 
in many popular trainers. The main exception is 
the requirement for tricycle landing gear. But 
even with trainers, there are differences. 
Compare a Seniorita with the Kadet Mk2. While 
the Seniorita may be a bit slower and a bit 
easier to fly, the Kadet, with its ailerons, higher 
wing loading, lower aspect ratio, and lower 
dihedral, is a far better airplane when flying in 
windy conditions. Going a step further with the 
same kit manufacturer, the Cougar (.40)/Cobra 
(.60 size) kits embody all the right 
characteristics for windy flying. 
 
In closing, I offer Confucius' only known saying 
about RC “To learn to fly in wind one must fly in 
wind” 
 
 

More Aircraft to Tower Radio 

 
Tower: "You have traffic at ten o'clock, six 
miles out." 
 
Pilot: "Can you please be more specific, we 
have digital watches!" 
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Spring Flying Check List 
By Randy Turner, Safety Officer; Ron Swift, editor 
From the Barnyard Buzzards Model Airplane Club, 
Monroe WA 

 
Editor’s note: It’s almost spring, and with nice 
weather comes the urge to fly. Now is the time 
to check your airplane. Why not make a quick 
check list? 
 
Start with something like this… 
 

• General overall condition 

• Hinges-make sure they are tight and not 
binding 

• Bolts, nuts, and screws-make sure they are 
tight. 

• Covering - make sure it is tight, not torn, 
and does not have any small holes. 

• Servos-make sure they are cycled and 
charged with no damage or leaks 

• Flight box-make sure you have all 
necessary tools and spare items (this year, 
how about putting some Band-Aids in your 
flight box) 

• Attitude-make surer you keep it good. 
 
 
 

Crash Etiquette  
From RIG Report 

 
(Since it is the beginning of the flying season I 

thought the members could use a little brush up on 

their crash etiquette.)  Balsa Dust editor 

 
We've all been present when someone else 
crashes, and wondered how to handle the 
situation. Here's a short course on crash 
etiquette borrowed from a club newsletter.  
 
While bent over your model tweaking with the 
needle valve you hear "I ain't got it"...followed 
by a low frequency thump. Usually several 
expletives will be inserted about then, and 
some are used quite imaginatively. A hand 
crafted masterpiece of airframe miniaturization 
crammed with state of the art electronic 
equipment and powered by an exquisitely 
machined engine no longer exists! The pilot, 
who is frequently the builder and owner, has 
made an unscheduled landing, or has  
 

discovered that the radio in his hands has 
greater range than the eyes in his head.  
 
Your immediate problem is how to react. 
Generally it is considered bad form to 
immediately ask if you may borrow the pilot's 
glow plug battery. Similarly, you probably 
shouldn't ask if he's finished with the frequency 
clip right away! Any equipment related reasons 
for the crash you hear are by definition 
reasonable. Pilot error is too rare and far too 
sensitive to even suggest, so don't say, "That's 
odd. I haven't had any problems on that 
frequency today." until at least an hour after the 
crash. 

 
Offer to help look for the wreckage. Don't say, 
"It sure sounded like it hit something good and 
solid!" Note that most lost models are found and 
returned, so don't ask out loud if he had his 
name and phone number in it. If it looks like 
more than enough people have volunteered to 
help with the search, try to weasel out of going. 
There are ticks and poison ivy out there, and 
seeing a grown man cry isn't pleasant anyway. 
If the pilot takes a plastic bag with him, or if he 
comes back empty handed to get one, then, 
quietly assume the worst. Actually, in a really 
bad crash, two hands and a pocket are 
sometimes enough storage space for 
everything worth salvaging.  
 
Whatever you do, don't hold a postmortem on 
the spot. The pilot probably doesn’t want to 
discuss right now, things like battery condition, 
poor construction, pilot error, used rubber 
bands, fuel tank capacity, light blue covering, 
and model selection vs., pilot skill.  
 
Avoid specifics as best you can, sound 
supportive, and look appropriately grave. You'll 
want the same consideration some day!  
 
Congratulations to Chuck Huskey for not 
making the crash column this year.  
 
Jim Kitchen  

1377 Geneva Ave  

Yuma City, CA 95991 

jkitchen@syx.com 
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